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For Thailand and Southeast Asia

broadly, two of the most pressing
climate change related concerns
revolve around water; too much
during the rainy season causing
flooding, and too little during the dry
season causing drought. As
temperatures rise and weather
patterns change, both of these natural
disasters intensify placing strain on
communities. Specifically regarding
drought, this research looks to
contribute to a further understanding
of how certain communities are most
impacted compared to others, and
what other factors exacerbate these
impacts. These external factors
include the decisions of local
governments and industry, and can be
broadly described using principles of

environmental justice.

Key Findings
This research used four principles of
environmental justice; recognition,

voice, equity, and legal framework, to

evaluate the reality of drought in
Khon Kaen City. By interviewing
various experts, industry
professionals, government officials,
and community residents, a better
understanding of the reality of
drought impacts in the city was able
to be made. The narratives of these
individuals were aggregated and used
to draw three relevant conclusions to

the issue of justice.

* City-Wide Awareness

The research determined that the city
of Khon Kaen was knowledgeable
and aware of the varying social
impacts for different groups and
regions of the city. Awareness is an
important aspect of justice as
injustice cannot be addressed if it is

something that is hidden from view.

* Disproportionate Rural Impact
Data from the interviews regularly
showed that the people most
impacted by drought in the region
were rural residents. This knowledge
and almost universal concern for a
specific group is a positive note for
the issue of justice in terms of
drought impact. The principles of
environmental justice named above
reiterate the importance of
recognition for the most vulnerable
groups, something that Khon Kaen

City would appear to have.

» Continued Concern for Justice

with Further Development

The disproportionate impacts of
drought on the rural populations was
partially a reality because of the
lagging development in the region as
a whole. A lack pipe-access water in
certain areas made drought situations
much more impactful for them, but
with plans in place to extend water
access, this reality was on track to
improve. As development improves
across Thailand and rural areas gain
better access to basic resources, those
most impacted by drought will see
their situation improved as long as
justice continues to be considered and
development does not just take place

in an unguided manner.

Looking Forward

This research shows evidence that the
current political and social climate in
Khon Kaen City is conducive to
environmental justice. As Thailand’s
economy continues to grow and more
development takes place, it is
important for projects to keep the
concepts of environmental justice in
place to ensure a just future for the

region’s most vulnerable groups.



Relevant Sources

Dai, A. (2011) Drought Under Global Warming: a Review. Wiley Interdisciplinary Reviews: Climate Change,
ISSN 1757-7780, 01/2011, Vol. 2, No. 1

Howard, J., L. (2009) Managing for justice in community-based water planning: a conceptual framework.
Environmental Conservation. VVol. 37, No 3.

IPCC (2014) Climate Change 2014: Synthesis Report. Contribution of Working Groups I, 11 and 111 to the Fifth
Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change [Core Writing Team, R.K. Pachauri
and L.A. Meyer (eds.)]. IPCC, Geneva, Switzerland, 151 pp.

Rawls, J. (1971) A Theory of Justice. Cambridge, MA, USA: Harvard University Press

Schlosberg, D. (2007) Reconceiving Environmental Justice: Global Movements And Political Theories.
Environmental Politics, Vol.13, No.3.



